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different to the hardships of villagers, the fetish of law and order
in whose name unspeakable horrors are perpetrated would have
been destroyed long ago. The campaign of civil disobedience is
designed to evolve true law and order which the public will
consider it a privilege and a duty to obey.
IN BENGAL
Things are no better in Bengal. In the name of "law and
order", meetings are being forcibly broken up. Pandit Ambika
Prasad Bajpeyi, editor of Swatantra, Pandit L. N. Garde, editor of
Bharatmitra> are the latest additions to the roll of honour. The trial
of Deshbandhu Ghitta Ranjan Das and Maulana Abul Kalam
Azad is dragging its weary length. In the Barisal Jail, six poli-
tical prisoners are reported to be consigned to solitary cells for
alleged breach of discipline. They are said to have been ordered
to be put into fetters. Naren Babu, President of the Perojpur
Sub-Divisional Gommittee, complained that the prisoners were
"pulled by the ears". Khan Bahadur Moulvi Nemayet-ud-din
who visited the prisoners is reported by the Patrika to have
said that the cell prisoners were likely to suffer mental derange-
ment if they were not removed from the cells. No doubt, even
this inhumanity is to be defended in the interest of "law and
order". Well may even Sir Hormusji Wadia declaim against such
"law and order".
Thank God, that in spite of the trials Bengal is passing through,
Babu Hardayal Nag, the President of the Bengal Provincial Con-
gress Gommittee and Vice-President of the Khilafat Gommittee,
was able to issue the following manifesto:
I again congratulate the citizens of Calcutta on their calm and cool
behaviour at the public meetings held yesterday. Civil disobedience is
in its experimental stage. Its success entirely depends upon the success
of non-violence. Naturally some crowds gathered. It is most satisfactory
to note that the crowds never displayed any attitude of retaliation under
the baton charge of the police. Our national workers calmly and fear-
lessly went on with the proceedings of the meetings in spite of police inter-
ference. As a matter of fact, there was no disturbance of any sort and
non-violence triumphed once again in the public squares of Calcutta.
A Bengali friend writes to ask whether Bengal which has pro-
duced the fierce school of anarchists will keep non-violent to the
end. Manifestos such as the above and the self-restraint of the
people to which it refers do indeed fill me with hope. The anar-